NEW WINE AND AN OLD BOTTLE
library to be for the use of those who keep the keys, or of those who
pay for the books?" But the soberer view was well put by Mr. R.
Hannay.43 "The Parliament and the Trustees of the Museum," he
said, "have two duties to perform; the one to preserve its treasures,
the other to offer them to the public so far as safety will admit. But
let it never be forgotten that upon their safety depends their use."
Two years before the move to the new Reading Rooms the hours
of opening were extended; in consequence of a petition signed by a
large body of London college teachers and schoolmasters the Rooms
were opened at nine instead of ten in the morning, and were kept open
through the four summer months till seven in the evening. Complaints
were made that the Rooms were ill-lit and overcrowded. Seating for
120 was at times made to hold as many as 200 readers.
In the same year press-marks were added to the titles in the copy of
the Catalogue used in the Room, and readers, to the violent indigna-
tion of some of them, were required to add them to their requisition
slips, and to enter each book on a separate slip, whereas before this
they had merely handed in titles on casual scraps of paper and the
books had had to be traced by the Staff. It is easy to imagine what
some of these titles were like.44 ,
Rare printed books, as well as MSS., were sent into the Room
without discrimination. The Principal Librarian endeavoured in 1837
to impose some restrictions; but Panizzi, who had now succeeded
Baber as Keeper of Printed Books, opposed him; the matter was
referred to the Trustees, who decided that they were "unwilling to
sanction any measures which will have the effect of imposing addi-
tional restrictions on the access now enjoyed by the Public to the
Museum Library, unless it can be shown that such measures are
absolutely necessary to the due preservation of the books," Which
condition Ellis (and with him Forshall) evidently believed, while
Panizzi did not, to be the case. In the event arrangements were made
for the consultation of specially rare books and valuable MSS. in the
work-rooms of the Departments.
In the last days of Dr. Penneck there joined the small band of
readers a handful of men of the highest attainments, Porson collating
the Harleian MS. of the Odyssey, Walter Scott collecting for
83